
    Student Rating of Teaching Effectiveness   Instructor Report

Enrollment numbers are acquired before the end of the semester andmay differ from the final figure.

Reporting Date: 1/14/2015 4:45 PM Semester: 2014/15 FA
Instructor ID: JRA5032 Instructor: JANELLE APPLEQUIST

Course ID Course Title Students Responses Response Rate

201415FAUP___RCOMM_410_002 COMM410 , Section 002: INTERNATIONAL M C 49 49 100.0%

University Items

Department Items

University Open Ended Items

A1 Are you taking this course as an elective? Yes: 0    No: 34    I don't know: 0    N: 34       Percent Yes: 0.0%

A2 What grade do you expect to earn in this course? A: 20 / 58.8%      B: 13 / 38.2%      C or lower: 1 / 2.9%

Lowest Rating Average Rating Highest Rating

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 N Mean N/A

A3 Rate the overall quality of this course.  0/  0%      1/  2%      1/  2%      1/  2%      5/10%    13/27%    28/57%       49      6.29      0
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

A4 Rate the overall quality of the instructor.  0/  0%      0/  0%      0/  0%      1/  2%      5/10%    11/22%    32/65%       49      6.51      0
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Lowest Rating Average Rating Highest Rating

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 N Mean N/A

B001
Rate the clarity of the instructor's 
presentations.

 0/  0%      0/  0%      0/  0%      1/  2%      5/10%      9/18%    34/69%       49      6.55      0
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

B024
Rate the instructor's availability during 
posted hours and appointments.

 0/  0%      0/  0%      0/  0%      0/  0%      2/  4%    10/22%    33/73%       45      6.69      4
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

B038
Rate the instructor's skill creating a climate 
conducive to learning.

 0/  0%      0/  0%      0/  0%      1/  2%      4/  8%    11/22%    33/67%       49      6.55      0
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

B048
Rate the effectiveness of the instructor's 
responses to student questions.

 0/  0%      0/  0%      1/  2%      1/  2%      3/  6%    13/27%    31/63%       49      6.47      0
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

B063
Rate the instructor in terms of his/her 
preparation for class.

 0/  0%      0/  0%      1/  2%      0/  0%      2/  4%      9/18%    37/76%       49      6.65      0
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

B088
Rate the instructor's enthusiasm about the 
subject matter.

 0/  0%      0/  0%      0/  0%      0/  0%      2/  4%      4/  8%    42/88%       48      6.83      1
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

B112
Rate the fairness of the overall grading 
system in the course.

 0/  0%      0/  0%      2/  4%      0/  0%      3/  6%      9/19%    33/70%       47      6.51      1
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

B167
Rate the effectiveness of the instructor in 
stimulating your thinking.

 0/  0%      0/  0%      1/  2%      0/  0%      5/10%      9/19%    33/69%       48      6.52      1
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Open 1 What helped you learn in this course?

Janelle was an amazing and understanding instructor.

Janelle''''s enthusiasm and energy definitely made class more enjoyable. In addition to that, her presentations were always related to a subject matter beyond 
International communications. For example, when she used Disney or Disney characters to relate to global issues, we all understood the lesson much more clearly 
than we would in other context. I also loved how we had the weekly summary posts, since it forced us to read and in turn, helped us do better on the exams.

Janelle did a great job at teaching difficult terms but bringing it to a level that we could all understand. She related topics to mainstream culture that provide better 



understanding for young college students. She also would play videos that further explained her points.

Janelle is very open with students and eager to answer questions. She is such an interesting and exciting instructor. This is one of my favorite classes and I think the 
content of the class is very useful.

How Janelle engaged our classroom to make the lessons more interesting. Having to do weekly yammer posts helped me understand the readings better also.

Ms. Applequist always gives great real life examples to everything she teaches, which makes concepts much easier to understand.

My professor''s enthusiasm and knowledge for the course subject and also ensuring that the students were understanding and enjoying what they were learning in 
class.

Weekly summary posts helped me learn in thisclass, as well as the weekly power-points and discussions. Discussing news each day from a global, national and 
local level also helped students learn and apply about the topics we were currently learning about.

Janelle made what could be dry material really really interesting. I feel like this class taught me so many important things about the world and really changed the way 
I looked at things. The two parts of the class that really stood out to me were when we learned about the 2008 financial crisis and when we learned about 
healthcare reform. These two issues were ones I never fully understood, and always felt uninformed about prior to this class. Now I feel really educated about these 
topics, and that is the thing I will most take away from this course.Janelle was an awesome instructor. She was relatable and very smart. She also truly cared about 
students and really knows how to control the classroom, which is really important. I really really liked this class. She explains complex topics in a way thats really 
easy to understand. She also was really helpful one-on-one with coming up with final paper topics. She really cares about her students and is also an awesome 
instructor.

the entire course was fair- everything explained in the lectures and offered in the readings was fairly presented in the exams. Without fail grades were posted every 
week with feedback. The lectures were engaging and presented to as a student to student CONVERSATION. I really enjoyed this class.

Having the weekly blog posts definitely made sure I was caught up on my work every week and did not allow me to fall behind. They were also good review 
sources of the readings when it was exam time. Lecture was interesting and it was easy to pay attention to. Having the power points ahead of time really allowed 
me to take detailed notes during class. Janelle kept class engaging by allowing group discussion and her class group activities was a helpful way to review and apply 
material. This has been my favorite class at Penn State, and I have learned more in this class than I have in any other class at Penn State. Janelle is an excellent 
teacher and is extremely fair in grading if you put the work in to it and do not slack off.

The reading materials for each week and the powerpoint slides, but especially the lecture and weekly posts.

Janelle''s enthusiasm and teaching style are what helped me learn and excel in the class. I am currently a junior and I can say that Janelle is the best professor I''ve 
had at Penn State. She made the material that I otherwise would not have enjoyed interesting and engaging. She also extended her role as a professor outside the 
classroom, helping several students with their career aspirations and giving me advice/guidance on internships.

I enjoyed the laid back climate of the class. I always seemed to enjoy walking into the room, knowing that I would lave having enjoyed my time there. Janelle was 
very good at relating to us, and she did a great job of making certain aspects of the course interesting.

The group activities and weekly readings.

Our weekly assignments, course materials, and thepower points shown in class all helped me successfully complete this course! Janelle is an awesome professor 
who answers any and all questions a student may have. She''s passionate about the topic and sincere in her efforts to see her students succeed.

Our discussions in class are typically really stimulating.Janelle is also really good at making the course material engaging and interesting.She presents it in a way that 
makes us think and analyze things we normally wouldn''t think about.

Although the readings were sometimes difficult, they were very helpful in providing a foundational understanding of the material we reviewed in lecture.

The weekly Yammer posts were very helpful and prepared me for the exam

I think that she was always great keeping the class interested and involved with her topics. I liked that she was always open to discuss anything with the class, 
which lead to some good class discussions. Although the weekly summary posts may have been annoying, when it came to exam time they definitely helped.

Her enthusiasm for the subject matter as well as wanting as all to be successful in not only the class but in finding jobs and internships, made me want to strive to do 
better in the class.

Janelle''s lectures and power points

You could tell that Janelle was passionate about the topics taught in this course and it made learning the material pleasurable. Grading and exams were very fair. I 
enjoyed how interactive the class was as well. It was a good mix of lecture, movies, group work, discussions ect. This was my favorite class this semester!

Her passion. Her drive.And her ability to directly relate topics in class to every-day examples and then cross them over to an international level.You can tell that she 
is not just a professor teaching the subject matter, she is a passionate individual journalist and researcher that knows the ins and outs of subject matters she 
discusses in class.I think that the environment she creates is second to none and thats why participation in class comes naturally.No matter what question is asked, 
almost all of the time someone has an opinion that sparks further discussion.

Janelle used examples relevant to our lives to help us understand the course topics.

Having a discussion based class instead of just having the instructor talk the whole time helped me have a good connection and interaction with the subject matter.

Janelle defiantly has a passion for what she teaches and uses a variety of methods to get the information across. Although I hate doing readings, the mandatory 
readings helped solidify what were were learning each week. The course topics were also interesting and taught in a variety of ways such as readings, videos, 
groups and discussions which gave the class a bit of much needed variety.

I was able to learn by the different ways she taught material. She made things very easy and relatable which made it much easier for me to grasp concepts.

Her organized powerpoint presentations and relation of the material to real life examples.

I think this is the first time the teacher''s attitude has ever been a huge help in my learning ability. Ms. Applequist is the first college professor I''ve had that I''ve felt 
was relatable, interesting, and fun.

Janelle makes it obvious that she loves to teach and she loves her students. It creates a positive and mutually respectful learning environment.



The Yammer posts, although annoying, definitely helped me feel more prepared for class as well as prepared for exams.

Janelle''s use of multiple examples to illustrate each concept, relation to current events (including disney movies) and weekly readings helped me learn in this course.

The way the professor taught the class. Also the different presentations.

The lectures slides, class discussions and the weekly readings helped me learn in this course.

Janelle always comes to class with PowerPoint presentations ready. She also posts them online so we can download them prior to coming to class. Having these 
visuals helped me learn in this course.

Janelle has great slideshows and presentations to teach the material, but on top of that she helps form an open dialect with the students. This makes you feel 
welcomed and appreciated by her as more than just a student. She genuinely cares about her students

Janelle throws out all the bullcrap out of college learning. There is no $100 book to buy. There are no arbitrary assignments designed only to make the class seem 
more difficult than it is. We don''t pretend to be robots or PC loonbuckets just to make ourselves feel like we''re doing what we''re "supposed" to do here. Oh, and 
if Janelle has only 45 minutes of material in a 50 minute session, she *gasp* is real about it and dismisses class. It''s not some dull woman asking asinine questions 
just to fill the time.I wanted to go to class because there was always a reason to go.The readings on ANGEL were engaging and relatively current.

the weekly summary posts were very helpful

Instructor was very happy to be there everyday, genuinely enjoys her job and her students,

The weekly readings were a very effective tool in presenting the key information for the week, and having to summarize the weekly readings allowed me to better 
understand the subject material. Additionally, the instructor''s powerpoint presentations were clear and concise, and the material was often thought-provoking and 
interesting. I also appreciated the daily discussion of top news around the world, which allowed me to be a more effective learner of global communications.

Class videos to show examples

The weekly reading posts were extremely helpful because they forced you to read all the required material and reiterate it. Janelle was a pretty easy grading when it 
came to the weekly summary posts, so it was even more of an incentive to do the work each week.

The readings

reading materials.

Readings.

An easy going enviroment in the class allowing for open discussion.

During her lectures Janelle does a really great job at explaining the material beyond what is on the powerpoint slides. Instead of just reading the same information 
provided on the screen Janelle explains everything aditionally in a very clear and easy to understand way. It makes learning and studying a lot easier.

Open 2 What changes would improve your learning?

I can''t think of any.

One thing that would improve my learning in the course is creating study guides or just something to help me understand what I should be studying for the up 
coming exams.

n/a

Clarity for tests.

Nothing!

Honestly, the days where we had guest lectures I was more inclined to pay attention. I wish Janelle taught even more!

While I appreciated the instructor''s presentations and overall teaching ability, I would like to see more emphasis on discussing current issues. There was a fair 
amount of discussion about news, but I think our assignments should be more focused on taking what we''ve learned in the past from our readings and applying 
those ideas to a current global issues. Our final research paper does a good job of addressing this particular question, so overall I was quite pleased with the 
course.

I truly do not think you could make this course better - from preparation to material and passion to discussion it truly was educational, enjoyable and encouraging 
all in one.

Nothing. I learned a lot from this class.

I would not change much about this course. It was challenging but very enjoyable.

I enjoyed every topic presented in this class- however i wished it focused on exactly how international communities actually do communicate and how we can 
improve communication- this is not a critique of the class but a suggestion to highlight how we as Americans should approach different cultures respectfully

n/a

I would not change one thing. Janelle was always honest, promoted discussion and helped us talk through any questions we had as well as gave direct answers. 
This was one of the best classes I''ve have at Penn State and could not have been happier that it was part of my last semester. I would recommend course without 
question and without any changes.

None, I loved this class!

With teachers from every class assigning articles and movies as homework it can get a little overwhelming. I would suggest maybe eliminating a few movies.

More exams and cover less material on each

I can''t think of anything.

I know it is a small class, but incorporating clicker questions of some form for review would be helpful.Having quizzes at the end of the weeks to review would also 
help, especially in the first few weeks of class because there are many different and similar concepts that made up the foundation of the course; it got a little difficult 
to keep some of them straight.



I found the research paper at the end of the class unnecessary and it didn''t really improve my learning for the class, it seemed like just busy work to me. Aside from 
that, I found this class amazing. One of my favorite of this semester and Janelle was an awesome teacher who is very easy to relate to and always willing to help out 
her students.

We have had group discussions in the class that improved my learning. However, having more of these group discussions would better help me understand the 
material.

Nothing.This class was my favorite class this semester.

I loved this class so much, but there are a couple of changes I would make. Though I understand the need for weekly reading summaries, it was overkill to have 
one due on the day of the exams. It was just a lot of work that I didn''t feel was necessary. I think people will do the reading without having to do the summary that 
week based on the fact that the information will be on the exam.Also, I think it''s a lot to have a final exam and a final paper. This is the only class I''ve had in recent 
memory where that was the case.

More interactive activities would improve my learning. With more interactive activities, students could compare and apply their real life experiences to the topics we 
are learning about. This would be helpful to students.

Nothing. Janelle was great

I enjoyed the way this class was taught, and I was able to successfully learn the material.

I liked everything about it, and thought it was a great learning environment

I was disappointed with a few aspects of this course, most notably the weekly summary posts of the readings that we were required to do. While I believe that the 
readings were acceptable for a 400 level course such as this, I was not happy with the fact that she asked us to summarize the articles every week. This is because 
I believe she did not actually look through our papers in order to grade them.There were several instances where I never even summarized the papers at all, but just 
gave my opinion on the general subject, to which I would get the highest grade, along with a comment that led me to believe she read through my writing and 
thought I did a good job of summarizing, which I obviously did not. Then she arbitrarily chose one summary to actually read through, and subsequently gave me a 
much lower grade, along with a large number of the rest of the class, because some of us did not summarize a video we were supposed to watch outside of 
class.Additionally, I would like to see a change in the format of the tests. When taking them, I would often have time answering questions that were very specific to 
certain readings. I am not sure how she can expect us to remember a minute detail that we read over a month ago, and never went over in class. My grade has 
reflected my ability to do so. I would like to see the tests have more generalized concepts, and fewer minute details.

Dig even deeper.Less class activities, which was the only part of the class that ever felt like a waste of time.

One time in class we did an activity involving being split into groups based on holidays.The winning group/holiday was an exam question.Although I was in class 
participating that day, I forgot the winning holiday because it did not seem relevant and missed an exam question.There were several questions like that, in which I 
missed because they were irrelevant not, because I was absent from class.So to fix this problem I would of benefit from a question more pertaining to what the 
holiday activity itself was teaching.

I think that Janelle was great at connecting with the class, especially because of the ease through such a small age group, so it was easy for her to relate to us. 
However, I must be honest and say that sometimes I felt uncomfortable if she would call out a student for something-- maybe feeling almost too comfortable with 
the students? I''m not sure, but there was a comment made to me that I felt kind of uncomfortable about, but next said anything. Overall, I really do think that she 
did any amazing job of being a professor.

none

If some readings could have been easier to understand.

I don''t think anything needs to be changed.

I think that angel quizzes as reading checks alternating with yammer posts would make it better

Since Janelle had requested we fill this out honestly I would like to say I was very hesitant to fill this out and torn on doing so. She is passionate about her students 
and what she teaches which is something I loved. I was a little torn on how she approaches questions sometimes. On some days I loved her quirky, funny nature 
and on others I caught myself thinking - "wow, that was a little much." I know personally there were days I didn''t participate (which can hinder my overall grade), 
in the fear that she would make commentary and make me feel stupid in front of the class (not on purpose to be malicious, thats just her nature). Comments like 
"uh, no" or "I hate when people ask stupid questions like what will be on the exam" sometimes made me a little less likely to speak my opinion. That would be the 
only changes I would recommend is to be aware that while her personality is awesome, sometimes it takes it from "wow she''s a cool teacher" to "wow, she''s like 
the mean girl in high school."

More in-class activities such as a quiz or assignment reviewing material.

Possibly provide more studying assests such as practice exams.

more practice of exam questions.

Less guest lectures

None!
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