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    Student Rating of Teaching Effectiveness   Instructor Report

Reporting Date: 6/19/2014 4:22 PM Semester: 2013/14 SP
Instructor ID: JRA5032 Instructor: JANELLE APPLEQUIST

Course ID Course Title Students Responses Response Rate

201314SPUP___RCOMM_410_002 COMM410 , Section 002: INTERNATIONAL M C 51 50 98.0%

University Items

Department Items

University Open Ended Items

A1 Are you taking this course as an elective? Yes: 3    No: 32    I don't know: 2    N: 35       Percent Yes: 8.6%

A2 What grade do you expect to earn in this course? A: 19 / 51.4%      B: 14 / 37.8%      C or lower: 4 / 10.8%

Lowest Rating Average Rating Highest Rating

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 N Mean N/A

A3 Rate the overall quality of this course.  0/  0%      0/  0%      1/  2%      3/  6%      4/  9%    11/23%    28/60%       47      6.32      1
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

A4 Rate the overall quality of the instructor.  0/  0%      0/  0%      2/  4%      0/  0%      1/  2%      9/19%    35/74%       47      6.60      1
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Lowest Rating Average Rating Highest Rating

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 N Mean N/A

B001
Rate the clarity of the instructor's 
presentations.

 0/  0%      0/  0%      1/  2%      2/  4%      0/  0%    12/24%    34/69%       49      6.55      1
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

B024
Rate the instructor's availability during 
posted hours and appointments.

 0/  0%      0/  0%      0/  0%      0/  0%      2/  4%      9/20%    35/76%       46      6.72      4
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

B038
Rate the instructor's skill creating a climate 
conducive to learning.

 0/  0%      1/  2%      0/  0%      1/  2%      1/  2%      7/15%    38/79%       48      6.65      1
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

B048
Rate the effectiveness of the instructor's 
responses to student questions.

 0/  0%      1/  2%      0/  0%      1/  2%      3/  6%      6/12%    38/78%       49      6.59      1
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

B063
Rate the instructor in terms of his/her 
preparation for class.

 0/  0%      0/  0%      1/  2%      1/  2%      2/  4%      8/16%    37/76%       49      6.61      1
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

B088
Rate the instructor's enthusiasm about the 
subject matter.

 0/  0%      0/  0%      0/  0%      0/  0%      0/  0%      4/  8%    45/92%       49      6.92      1
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

B112
Rate the fairness of the overall grading 
system in the course.

 0/  0%      1/  2%      0/  0%      1/  2%      2/  4%      8/16%    37/76%       49      6.59      1
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

B167
Rate the effectiveness of the instructor in 
stimulating your thinking.

 0/  0%      1/  2%      0/  0%      0/  0%      4/  8%      9/18%    35/71%       49      6.55      1
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Open 1 What helped you learn in this course?

The videos as examples.

The fact that we were encouraged to discuss was really cool. I liked when we were able to really discuss topics and get our opinions out. I think it would be cool to 
take this class in a smaller setting so we would be able to discuss some of those topics in more detail. I thought the comments that she made every week on our 
summary posts were really encouraging. I did not realize they were there and I looked one day and it made me really happy to see such encouraging words.

The class readings each week were a good way to learn about the information on your own.



I liked the examples used in class to relate to the material because they were actual interesting. Also, I liked how personal the professor was.

Doing summaries at the end of each week ensured that the class did their readings and stayed on track.

Janelle continuously emphasized critical thinking in this course. I have felt more comfortable participating in this class than in any other class at Penn State so far. I 
wasn''t afraid of giving a wrong answer because even when I did, my critical thinking was appreciated. Class discussions were extremely productive in helping me 
grasp tough concepts and they were well moderated by Janelle. We were able to have difficult discussions in this class in a productive way.

Janelle is one of the most enthusiastic and effective educators I have had at this university. She held high expectations for the class on a day to day basis, 
encouraging meaningful class participation and a high level of critical thinking. Her lectures were clear and powerful.They taught me a lot about the world around 
me.She was always readily available to help with class work or answer any questions we had about the material.She showed very interesting documentaries in and 
out of class that worked brilliantly as a supplement to her lectures and the class readings. Her exams were appropriately challenging and fairly accessed if we were 
thoroughly understanding the material.

Class participation and the weekly summary posts about the readings.

Janelle does an amazing job at presenting the information we are learning by showing videos and conducting class projects

Reading over the course readings and attending the class lectures was a big help for me. The yammer posts was a good idea because it forces students to read the 
readings .

Janelle Applequist

Her enthusiasm and passion for teaching! She used several different learning tools that helped me understand the material.

shredder

Janelle''s enthusiasm for teaching and extensive knowledge

The weekly reading for this course helped me learn a lot this semester.I think that they were tied in well to the lectures of the week, and they often made me 
question some of the long held beliefs I''ve had.The instructor''s ability to make a large classroom seem like a small one for everyone was impressive.In most small 
classes people are scared to speak up, but in this class we often had long conversations involving many different people.Each class began with a discussion on 
world events, that we were responsible for finding, and after the first few classes we never had a day were people weren''t prepared.The instructor was highly 
motivated, and prepared for every lecture.You can tell that she has a passion for the material, and I am highly recommending taking this course to all my friends 
looking for a 400 level comm class.It was refreshing to have a professor that was so excited to be in class everyday.I think the most impressive thing was that by 
the mid point of the semester she knew everyone by name, and would call on you by name.That''s something I''ve never experienced before in a class of that size.

The instructor''s well organizations and well presentations with many information.

Group work and the summaries that we had to do every week.

Janelle is very invested in making sure each student fully understands the material. I really felt she cared about me as her student and wanted to see me succeed, 
which made me want to come to class and learn the material so I could make herproud. She doesn''t treat you like she''s better than you because she''s the 
professor.

Janelle is very enthusiastic and understanding about the material.

The readings and in-class group exercises help me a lot to understand each term and prospective about the course.

The weekly yammer posts were extremely immersive and a very good idea on the part of Ms. Applequist. I enjoyed doing them and felt that I actually retained the 
material that I read and wrote about.

I''''m usually opposed to movies in class, as I feel they are a cop-out- however the movies in this class were always perfect examples of what we were learning and 
helped clarify concepts. Also, it helps me remember things better for the tests.

Janelle''s enthusiasm and genuine concern for her students

Janelle always knows what she''s talking about so while the weekly readings are sometimes difficult, Janelle always explains them clearly in class. The powerpoints 
and required Yammer posts really help me learn and study in this course.

The power points definitely, as well as most of the readings. Some of the readings were very long and confusing, which made it harder to comprehend the material. 
However, class discussions cleared things up.

The power-points and the weekly readings were a great resource for this class. Janelle was a great professor and she made the class enjoyable.

The readings that are assigned.

The movies and group activities that supplemented the readingds and powerpoints.

Our professor had a very laid back teaching ethic that encouraged me to contribute to class discussions.She treated us as her peers, which I really appreciated and 
respected.She always encouraged us to think critically and question the material we were studying.

Janelle was amazing. The way she presented the material actually made me think about what I was learning and therefore I was able to retain the information even 
after the tests were over. It was so refreshing to be in a class where the instructor cared about the students and wanted them to succeed. I learned more in this class 
than any other class I have taken at Penn State thus far.

When we would discuss the required readings in class it really helped clear up any questions that I had from the reading, and made it easier to relate the readings to 
the material that we learned in class.

The powerpoint presentations.

Janelle is very passionate about what she teaches.

Professor Applequist was honestly the best resource throughout the semester. She was very enthusiastic about making sure we understood the concepts and she 
was very supportive of us and always wanted us to try our best while still challenging us!

I wasn''t really excited for COMM 410 until I walked into class the first day. Janelle created a really interesting and fun learning environment. Her enthusiasm for 



teaching makes learning all the more fun. She''s the only professor who I thought actually cared about her students. Her lectures were easy to understand (even for 
the difficult subject matter), encouragement shown in class and through comments on our weekly Yammer posts were motivating, and the films we viewed really 
helped me make connections with the material learned in class. Janelle was by far the best instructor I''ve had at Penn State.

Videos that related to what we were learning in class

Janelle is an incredibly open and helpful in creating power points and instructing the class in a way that helps facilitate an environment for learning. She fully explains 
all concepts and makes it easy to understand what is expected to do well in the class.

Janelle is so great! It''s just important to stay on top of your readings

Janelle''s teaching style encouraged me to look deeper into stuff that we discussed in class. It made me think a lot more critically which stimulated my learning and 
made me do more research just to find out more. The weekly writing assignments helped me understand the different links between the lessons and understand their 
interconnectivity.

The lecture

The weekly readings are great.

Janelle really connects with her students and creates an environment that makes learning enjoyable. Give her a raise.

Janelle''s positive attitude and passsion for the subject matter

Janelle did a fabulous job and will be one of my favorite professors in college. Her enthusiasm and clarity make her stand out from most other professors I have had 
in my entire college career.

Ms. Janelle, the slides, online readings, films, class discussions/group work

The professor was awesome. She really did a great job communicating with her students and engaging with them during class.

I think the best aspect of this class that helped me learn was the Professor''s ability to communicate with the class. Her communication and understanding of college 
students allowed the students to learn in ways that other Professors can not do.

The responses we had to do every week were instrumental in the learning process.I also liked that we had to complete one every week, even weeks with 
exams.This really made me understand the material.I also think that she treats us as adults, we are expected to do the readings and the lectures help us to 
understand these readings but do not act as an alternative to completing the readings.This class was great and Janelle is a wonderful teacher.As a senior I have had 
many different types of instructors and she stood out.She did a better job at keeping the material interesting than some of my older teachers who have been at Penn 
State for a long time.She has a lot of energy and is willing to help students in any way she can.I had to reschedule an exam and she was very fair and understanding 
about my situation.Great teacher and I am happy that she was my instructor for my last semester at Penn State!

Open 2 What changes would improve your learning?

Not much.Janelle is a great teacher, without a doubt one of the most helpful and genuinely caring professors I''ve ever encountered.She''s incredibly knowledgeable 
and possesses an infinite passion for academics. I''m certain that Janelle has a bright future ahead. Thanks for an awesome semester, Janelle. -AJ

More objective readings. I felt that our assigned readings for the course were highly biased and often leaned a particular way on the topics discussed.

Nothing, Janelle has been awesome all semester. It''s been kind of tough with all of the readings but never too much to handle.

N/A

It would be helpful if she dropped one or two of the lowest weekly summary posts.

Nothing. She is awesome!

Some of the readings were just way too long. There were a few 20 page readings and I just felt that I never really got the point of those. If those readings were 
shortened to what the main points were I probably would have gotten more out of them.

Slightly less reading each week so that I could really focus and understand it.

None!

The weekly summary posts seemed excessive, though they forced me to learn the reading material. I think it would have been helpful to drop 2 or 3 from the final 
grades.

none.

Nothing!! Janelle was one of my favorite professors at PSU!!!

There is nothing I would change, she is the best teacher I''ve had in a while!

None!

N/A

More points on weekly paper. They only worth 1.5% each, but they take lots of time to read and write.

nothing, I thought the class was really good and Janelle was a really awesome teacher.

I honestly would not make any changes to the course.

I have no suggested changes for this course.

Maybe having less lengthy articles and more focus on teaching the material in class. I understand that its a 400 level class and readings are required, but much of the 
material we were responsible for reading didn''t show up in lecture or on exams. I think it would be helpful if she shortened the readings and told us what parts to 
focus on to maximize learning and understanding instead of reading more than needed

more group activities

There aren''t many changes that need to be made to improve learning. The Professor is straightforward about the work and what needs to be done. At the same 



time, giving students fair amount of time to get work done.

I really enjoyed most of the readings. However, some of them were difficult to get through, especially before class.

I can honestly say that as a junior this was one of my courses at Penn State. The material is interesting and Janelle works extremely hard to get the entire class 
involved every period. I wouldn''t change a thing.

Nothing. She was a great professor who didn''t baby us but still made sure we were actually understanding the course load. Awesome professor and very 
knowledgeable in what was being taught to us.

I would spend less time in the beginning of class talking about current events and the news, and more time on the actual lecture because sometimes I felt that the 
lecture was a little rushed.

I wish that the tests were different, and not just 25 multiple questions, because you need to do almost perfect to get an okay grade. Even if it was the same with just 
more questions, it''d be an improvement. Or maybe giving the summaries more weight would help.

NOTHINGMore professors should learn Janelle''s teaching style because it works!

more concise slide shows.

I think the 3 exams should be less point value because its only 25 questions at 200 points. It should be like only 100 points for the exams and make them like 35-
40 questons. Your could even add a 4th exam as well.

More shredder

N/A

nothing

The material is extremely biased. It is difficult to be open and willing to learn something when it is so obviously one sided. I would be more open to learn if I left I 
was learning the facts instead of a liberal opinion.

I feel that if I had gone to office hours I could have explored some concepts that interested me a little deeper.

less videos. We watch a video at least once a week which is kind of unprofessional for a Penn State professor.

Nothing I enjoyed this class and learning the material.

None!! although the the tests being all multiple choice worth 8 points each sucks

N/A

Some of the readings feel a little long but overall they really help enhance the course and encourage you to look deeper into the subject matter.

Honestly, the way the class is formatted works. I wouldn''t change anything.

Less videos
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